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that they tried in vain to re-form ; they could not succeed in
doing so, our troopers being mixed up with them and killing
- all whom they could reach. The Russian colonel fell dead, and
his regiment, losing heart at the loss of their commander, and
seeing th& French light infantry already at the bridge, laid
down their arms. I lost six men killed and about a score
wounded, while we captured a colour and 2,000 prisoners.

After the fight I hastened on with my people into the
plain, where we took a great number of fugitives, many
horses, and several guns. Marshal Oudinot, who had seen
the whole affair from the town, came to compliment the
regiment. Prom this day he had a specialpredilectionfor ity
which it deserved in all respects. I was proud to command
such soldiers, and when the marshal informed me that he
intended to ask for a colonelcy for me I was quite afraid lest
the Emperor might renounce his first intention and give ine
the first vacant regiment. Things fall out strangely. The
1                             action at Wilkomir, where the 23rd covered itself with glory,,

j                             very nearly became the cause of its destruction later ony

\                             because the courage which it had shown on that occasion

j                             caused it to be selected for an impracticable operation, of

1                             which I shall presently speak.

\                                   But let us return to  Wilna,  where the  Emperor was-

|                             beginning to meet with some of the difficulties which were

;                             to wreck his mighty enterprise.    The first of these was the

i                             organisation of Lithuania.    This had to be done in such a

<                             way as to attach to us not only the provinces still in Russian

j                             operation, but also the  duchy of Posen and Galicia, incor-

porated by treaty in Prussia and Austria, allies whom it was
;                             at this moment of such importance to Napoleon to conciliate.

The most ardent among the Polish nobility proposed to Napoleon
to raise all the provinces and place more than 300,000 men
at his disposal as soon as he would officially declare that all
the partitions of their country were annulled and the king-
dom of Poland reconstituted. But while he saw the advan-
tages which he might derive from this universal levy, the
Emperor could not disguise from himself that its first result
would be to set him, at war with Prussia and Austria, who,.y's ranks, my
